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Subject: Emergency measures adopted in Great Britain in relation to X. fastidiosa

I am writing to you in response to your letter of 17 February 2021 informing us of the 
introduction as of 4 March 2021 of restrictions on the import of certain plants into Great 
Britain only, thus not Northern Ireland, with regard to Xylella fastidiosa and with 
reference to the WTO SPS notification by the UK dated 19 February 2021 (ref. No. 
G/SPS/N/GBR/5).

Firstly, I would like to express our concern regarding the fact that despite the absence of 
any recent significant change in the situation in the EU in relation to the above mentioned 
pest, the UK is announcing restrictive measures on trade as emergency measures. The 
circumstances mentioned in your letter, namely the outbreaks of the pest in Italy, its 
latency and its detection in several parts of Europe, have all been assessed and taken into 
account for the adoption of the respective Regulation (EU) 2020/1201. It is our view that 
characterising these measures as emergency ones is inappropriate and, by doing so, the 
UK is failing to comply in particular with its transparency obligations deriving from the 
SPS Agreement as the measure was not notified to the WTO at an early stage, when 
amendments can still be introduced and comments of other WTO Members taken into 
account. Further, I would like to indicate that according to the EU-UK Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement (TCA) in Article SPS. 13, SPS emergency measures are only 
justified in cases of serious risks and shall not be maintained without scientific evidence. 
Indeed, we note that these measures target substantially the same risks as UK 
Regulations adopted in April 2020 which were repealed on 29 December 2020.

We are currently examining the risks you claim to have identified not to be sufficiently 
addressed by the current EU measures against Xylella fastidiosa in the updated PRA a 
link to which you provided in your letter. I note that the document has the indication of 
being a draft while it appears to be dated in February 2020. The latter further puts in 
question the appropriateness of using emergency procedures to introduce the above 
mentioned measure.
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UK Chief Plant Health Officer 
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While we would follow-up with comments on the measure in question, we would already 
like to request clarifications from your side on the justification for adopting trade- 
restrictive measures of permanent nature, that do not appear to quality as emergency 
ones, without having observed the relevant transparency obligations in the WTO SPS 
Agreement and the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement.

Yours sincerely,

C.C.: K. Van Dyck, R. Schlegelmilch, D. André, H. Arijs, Y. Karamitsios, 
P. Demetriou,
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